64         LITTLE   INFLUENCED   BY   OXFORD

CHAP, access do not support the suggestion. Most University men
In' of a studious turn spend long hours at school and college
in grounding themselves, or being grounded, in the classics ;
they fill note-books or interleaved texts with collations,
references, annotations; and alas! they forget the classics
in after life. Ruskin inverted the process. His work in
studying the classics was voluminous, but it belongs to later
years. At Oxford his study of them was unwilling and
little given to the niceties.

The fact is that the University, to which he became
deeply attached and to whose service he was to devote a
large portion of his best work and energy, played a small
and an indecisive part in his own education. The " Graduate
of Oxford/' as he was to call himself on the title-page of his
most famous book, owed to her no revelation, no first
awakening. To some of her sons, it is the ineffable charm
of Oxford that first gives the call to the pursuit of beauty.
But other gardens spread to the moonlight had spoken to
Ruskin already; the enchantments of the Middle Age had
whispered their message to him from many another city
of ancient towers. The University makes an epoch in the
lives of others because there the boy becomes the man;
but Ruskin was already little of the boy, and at the Univer-
sity he remained under the parental restraints of home.
With others, as many biographies tell us, it is at Oxford or
Cambridge that " aspiring talent first enters on its inherit-
ance,"1 that young men destined to fill a great place in
the world are inspired by "'congenial studies or honourable
emulation to show what is in them and to find their true
bent. But to Ruskin the studies of the place were not
congenial; he worked, but it was work against the grain;
there was nothing in such discipline as he underwent to
correct what was defective in his previous education or to
develop what was native in his genius; and such emulation
as touched him with the spur encouraged him only in a
false literary start.
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